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Mayor and Town Council Introduce a 2021
Budget with Modest Tax Decrease

Mayor Stephen Dalina and the
Township Council have intro-
duced a 2021 municipal budget
that included a modest tax
decrease. The proposed budget
reduces the municipal tax rate
from $.493 to $.490 per $100
assessed value and will be present-
ed for public hearing at the June 2
Township Council meeting. As
part of the new budget, water and
sewer rates will remain the same.

“This has been an extraordinary
and unprecedented year for every-
one and the pandemic has caused
most of us to have to tighten our
belts a bit. The township budget is
no different,” Mayor Dalina said.
“As your new mayor, [ have
painstakingly evaluated our balance
sheet and made the adjustments
necessary to develop a responsible
budget proposal that reflects the
current economic reality.”

Among the factors that led to

the modest tax decrease were a 23
percent reduction in the township’s
statutory debt over the past five
years, resulting in a $357,000
decline in the township’s debt serv-
ice. With the help of a strong AA+
bond rating, the township is refi-
nancing previous bonds this month
and expects to save an additional
$136,000 annually and $1.5 million
over the duration of the loans. The
township also aggressively pursued
federal CARES ACT funding
which helped keep tax rates down
and provided a modest surplus
increase.

The township initiated a hiring
freeze last year during the height
of pandemic shut-downs and
many non-essential positions were
furloughed. The township also
was able to reduce expenses when
programs and services were
impacted by Covid-19 restrictions.
Many of these programs are being

Mayor Stephen Dalina

reintroduced in this budget.

“l want to recognize the tur-
moil and uncertainty our residents
faced this past year during the
pandemic and resulting economic
uncertainty. Remarkably, the
township achieved a 99% tax col-
lection rate, which helps keep taxes
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Monroe Seeks Public Participation in Master Plan Survey

As a first step in gaining feed-
back from residents and businesses
alike as Monroe Township updates
its Master Plan, Mayor Dalina and
Township Council have launched
an online survey focused on future
plans for land use, transportation,
recreation and open space in the
Township.

“Each of us have unique ideas
and experiences that are very
valuable to this process. We want
to hear from all of our residents
as we plan for the future of our
hometown,” said Mayor Stephen

Dalina. “The public input survey is
a first step in working together
with the community at large to
develop a thoughtful and strategic
Master Plan.”

All residents and business own-
ers are encouraged to complete
the master plan survey at
publicinput.com/MonroeMP by
July 1. Residents with limited
access to technology may call 732-
0521-4400, Ext. 132 for assistance

completing the survey.

The Master Plan effort will take

Visit our Facebook page “The Township of Monroe” E

place this summer and will focus
on municipal land use zoning,
road, sidewalk and transit
improvements. It will set a vision
for future open space acquisitions,
as well as new parks and recre-
ations plans.

Please complete
the survey at

by July 1, 2021

Next steps will include commu-
nity workshops and other ways to
solicit community input. All rele-
vant documents will be posted on
the municipal website, Monroe-
Twp.com, for public review.
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Vaccine Angels Are the Pride

of Monroe

Throughout the winter
and spring, as Monroe offi-
cials worked to secure as
many local vaccination
appointments as possible,
there has been a volunteer
group that has made all the
difference for so many resi-
dents.

The Monroe Township
Vaccine Angels program,
initiated by Mayor Dalina
and the Township Council,
has helped hundreds of
seniors and other township
residents access COVID-19
vaccine appointments.

In the early days of the
vaccination roll-out, the
Vaccine Angels helped nav-
igate residents through the
various scheduling portals
in the hopes of securing
local appointments.

“We have reached the
critical point where any eli-
gible Monroe resident can
get a shot locally, based on
their own scheduling con-
venience,” Mayor Dalina
said. “I salute the many vol-
unteers in town who helped
secure vaccine appoint-
ments, as well as those who
generously gave of their
personal time in various

Florence Wallach relied on the Monroe Senior Center
and the Vaccine Angels to receive her COVID shot.
The senior center coordinated transportation, while
the Vaccine Angels secured her an appointment.

capacities at
local vaccination centers.
Together, our local volun-
teers have made an incredi-
ble and lasting difference to
improve the overall health
of this community.”

important

2021 B Ud QEt Continued from page 1

low,” Mayor Dalina said.
“I would also like to thank
the Township Council for
their input and participa-
tion in the budgeting
process as we continue to
work together to navigate
the pandemic, manage
resources and maintain
valuable services to our
residents.”
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Under the proposed
plan, the average taxpayer
whose house is assessed
at $320,410 would pay
$1,569 for the municipal
portion of their property
taxes.

“This budget year is
considerably important as
we prepare for the future

If you or someone you
know qualifies for the vac-
cine and needs assistance
finding an appointment,
call Eileen in the Mayor’s
Office at 732-521-4400,
ext 114.

of our township,” said
Mayor Dalina who noted
that this budget cycle will
fund the township master
in 2021.

“There is nothing more

plan process

important to our township
than engaging all our resi-
dents as we plan for our
future.”

Mowroe



Mayor Stephen Dalina

At my strong urging,
the Township Council
is creating the Monroe
Township Economic
Development  Advisory
Board to promote eco-
nomic growth and job
creation.

The board will align
local business leaders with
elected officials to maxi-
mize the talents of the

Monroe Receives $550,000 to Upgrade Key Roads

Monroe is
a $550,000
Preservation grant from

receiving
Pavement

the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation
(NJDOT) for
ments to portions of South
Middlesex Avenue and
Fitzgerald Avenue located
in the South Middlesex
Industrial Park.

improve-

“Monroe Township is
one of a few municipalities
across the state to receive
funds from this competi-
tive grant,” said Mayor
“The
Council and I recognize

Stephen Dalina.
that securing these grants
plays a vital role in main-
taining Township infra-
structure and ensuring safe

Message from the Mayor

Township Creates Economic Development Advisory Board

community and its work-
force.

We want to work col-
laboratively with Monroe’s
business leaders to attract
businesses that will add
to the Township’s already
strong and diverse eco-
nomic community. It is
also important for all of us
to support existing local
businesses that have been
impacted by the pandemic.

This
dovetail with our Master

initiative  will
Plan efforts — where the
Township is exploring
appropriate plans for all
types of land use, particu-

travel for all who traverse
our municipality.

“I'm thankful to the
14th Legislative District,
including Linda
Greenstein and Assembly-

Sen.

men Wayne DeAngelo and
Daniel Benson for their hard
work in support of Monroe
Township,” he added.

The NJDOT reports
receiving 41 applications
requesting more than $45
million for the FY2021
program. Of the applica-
tions received, 33 grants
were awarded representing
29 municipalities and 2
counties for a total of
$30.1 million. Of the 33
projects, 29 were pavement
preservation awards total-

larly commercial activity.
Of course, new business
opportunities in  the
Township lead to property
tax relief, from non-resi-
dential tax revenue, and
that’s a win for everyone.

The Economic Develop-
ment Advisory Board will
formulate and recommend
policies and programs to
the Township Council that
encourage desirable new
businesses to establish
roots in Monroe while pro-
viding valuable resources
to existing Monroe busi-
nesses. The Board also will
study challenges faced by
commercial enterprises in

ing $20.8 million.

“As Chairman of the
Assembly Transportation
and Independent Author-
ities Committee, I can
attest that Monroe Town-

ship is a deserving recipi-

similar communities and
propose potential solu-
tions.

According to the ordi-
nance, the board will com-
prise nine volunteer mem-
bers, with two co-chairs,
including Township resi-
dents and business leaders.

This is yet another way
for more residents and
businesses to share ideas
and plan for the future
of our great community.
Monroe Township has a
wealth of business knowl-
edge and talent just wait-
ing to be shared. This new
advisory board will pro-

ent of this critical funding
FY’21
program,” said Assembly-

from the state’s

man Benson. “This state
Transportation Trust Fund
grant to provide for pave-

ment preservation for the

Municipal News

vide a conduit for the busi-
ness community to have a
louder voice.

Interested business
owners and residents are
invited to complete a
downloadable application
at www.monroetwp.com.
Submissions may be sent
to the Municipal Clerk by
mail at the Administrative
Offices, email preid@mon-
roetwp.com or fax to 732-
521-3190.

look
forward to maximizing

“l very much

the potential of this new
advisory board,” Dalina
said.

South Middlesex Industrial
Park roadway lessens the
burden on Monroe Town-
ship’s taxpayers while pro-
viding safer and smoother

roadways.”

LESS PAIN, LESS BLEEDING, FASTER RECOVERY- ASK ABOUT LAPAROSCOPIC SPAY.

ONRQE

AMNIMAL HOSPITAL

“Your Local Animal Care Center” |x- General Denns"y
.. J
Steven E. >
Hornstein
DVM L]

02' Past_Presidenl_, N}Veterinary oe Fear-Free Certified staff
Medical Association

@& Previous Winner, NJVMA
Veterinarian of the Year

179 Prospect Plains Rd. - Monroe Township
(0609-655-1?17 @ MonroeVet.net n /MonroeAnimalHospital

Providing State of the Art Care
for Companion and Exotic Pets

2 Cardiology, Orthopedic Surgery, Internal Medicine,
Ultrasound available upon request

FREE Vaccines for Life program available!

4% Cat Friendly
Practice /

FEAR FREE
CERTIFIED
Professional 15
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Around the Town

Township Secures County-Funded Upgrade to Perrineville Road

Jhahe

Following a request from
Mayor Dalina, Middlesex
County conducted a milling
and resurfacing project on
Perrineville Road through
the beginning of May.

The two-week long proj-

ect stretched from Forsgate
Drive to Fir Drive at the
entrance of Thompson Park.

“Monroe enjoys a strong
relationship with Middlesex
County, which understands
our needs for the best roads

Dalina

possible,” Mayor
said. “I very much appreciate
the quick response and
expert work of the county for
a project that did not rely on

municipal dollars.”

Monroe Residents Thank Vaccine Angels

Dear Mayor Dalina,
THANK YOU for the very smooth, efficient vaccine operation set
by all the volunteers and staff supporting this operation. THANKY!
pen so successfully.
THANK YOU to Eileen who put me in touch with

an appointment.
Great job everyone! Great team effort! THANK YOU.

up at the Monroe Township Senior Center. | was impressed
OU to all the workers who participated in making this hap-

“yaccine angel,” Kevin Gately. Kevin worked tirelessly to help me schedule

Sincerely, Charlotte Woolston

/

ww  Good Morning Mayor Dalina,

On February 7, | wrote to
about making an appointme

Frustrated, | had asked

you. My wife had gotten her fi i
Irst vaccine and was sch
nt even though we both registered the same day on ’cef‘ndeufl\lestf'‘cor nersecondbutfheard nohing
ite.

if you could offer any assistance. A da

a response from your office.

Two weeks a i
go, | received another call from Eileen telling me that she had
ad an o

had gotten my first sh . .
y shot by that time | thanked her for thinking of me. pening for me to get the vaccine. Since |

Very truly yours, Peter Gerstheimer

Dear Mayor Dalina,
| had the special number your office gave o

couldn’t be helped. | called the number and asked to speak to Ei

and all I've been trying to do to get a vaccine appointment she took my nam
all around trying to get appointments for our

ut for seniors over 75. | thought what have | got to lose other than being told |

leen Biennas. | was connected to Pam Broskie. After | told her

my tale of woe e and number and told me she
would refer this to one of the volunteer's who have offered their time to ¢

Township's seniors.

Later in the day, the volunteer from your office, Theresa Rapis
er | was finally able to secure an appointment she was pleased.

d the volunteer, Theresa Rapisardi, for taking the time in listening to my trials
ly KIND over the phone. | thank you for hav-

ardi, called me to inform me she was calling CVS, Walgreen's,

etc. to try to book appointments. When | told h

| need to thank Pam Broskie of your office an
and tribulations. They were agreeable, understandable, helpful and most important

individuals on your staff that are helping the seniors of Monroe Township.
Sincerely, Tom Krieger

*Please note these letters have been edited for space.

ing such caring

Volume 2, 2021 o



Fight Continues with
“Bald Eagle™ Developer

T A

Mayor Stephen Dalina,
with the support of
the Township Council,
announced  that the
Township’s attorney has
been instructed to return
to court to secure the right
of residents to be heard
and defend its zoning ordi-
nances. The Mayor and
Council are committed to
protecting a vital bald
eagle preserve from a
developer’s overreach.

The Township’s Zoning
Board in March 2019
denied a request by
Developer SP 1I, LLC
to develop an almost 50-
acre site on Route 33 for
high intensity housing.
Following a determination
that the site contained the
nesting area for a bald
eagle, the developer was
forced to restrict nearly
half of the developable
portion of the property.

Instead of reconsider-
ing the development or
reducing its size and scope,
the developer pursued a
plan that includes the same
number of housing units
on approximately 15 acres
of the site. Following a
denial of their application,
the developer sued Monroe
Township, and specifically
former Mayor Gerald
Tamburro, claiming they
had been defamed.

“Mayor Tamburro
correctly characterized this
developer’s attempt to
‘jam-in’ this project adja-
cent to a bald eagle habitat
and another housing
development as ‘contrary
to the public’s interest
and previous approvals,””
Mayor Dalina said.

Mowroe

o

Prospect Plains Road.

The developer con-
vinced a Superior Court
Judge to allow the devel-
opment and remove the
Zoning Board from fur-
ther input into the site plan
application. The Court’s
order would severely limit
public participation, take
the hearing out of Monroe,
and ignore procedural
safeguards included in
the State’s Municipal
Land Use Law.

Mayor Dalina and
Council have instructed
the Township Attorney to
seek a modification of the
Court’s order to require
that all procedural safe-
guards be restored. The
motion suggests that a
public hearing on this
application should be in
Monroe, on notice to
Township residents, at a
time convenient to resi-
dents and with assurances
that a full and complete
record is made to capture
all objections. Mayor
Dalina added, “This devel-
opment should be vetted
by our Township profes-
sional staff like every other
development in Monroe
and every other municipal-
ity in this State.”

“This is about the
public’s right to be heard
and the Township’s right
to enforce its zoning ordi-
nances,” Mayor Dalina

Continued on page 10
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Around the Town
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we make aging part of life ®

Make your move to a
happier healthier lifestyle
in our Specialized Nursing and
Memory Care Community

Care that honors each
resident’s dignity and choices in
directing their daily life

* Person-directed care for individuals with physical
needs and memory care for people with all
stages of dementia

Uniquely designed Small Homes offer a
home-like setting, where residents with
similar needs live together

We meet all NJ Department of Health

infection control requirements for senior
living communities

Call and ask how
we keep your loved
one safe in our care

732-992-5200
We are here &3

100 %
ACCinate d

Parker at Monroe
395 Schoolhouse Road ® Monroe Twp, NJ 08831

Parkerlife.org | Q@ O O




Around the Town
Play Ball in Monroe!

Mayor Dalina threw out the first pitch in Monroe
Baseball’s opening day game on April 10, with the
Yankees taking on the Red Sox. Mayor Dalina, as well

as the Township Council, wishes all players a fun and

safe season! M

The Monroe News reaches every home,
husiness and post office hox in Monroe.

’ YOUR HEALING BEGINS HERE"™
Innovative ,
WC“]"}CSS I5 E. Railroad Avenue, Jamesburg, N]J
C _ 732-656-1740
c nter g o www.innovativewellnesscenter.com

NEW
Acupuncture STATE-OF. -THEAR
Chiropractic Care FACILITY |5
Physical Therapy w OPEN/

Spinal Decompression
Therapeutic Medical Massage
Nutrition Counseling with Dietitians

Promo Code: 14-1110

F T
, A $ 0 F F This offer is available for
. new clients only and cannot
be combined with any
other offers or discounts.

One time services are not

Any Year‘ROl.ll'ld Ehgi::;ier::r;;h;:;;g;f
I ES I S R U I N Pest Control Plan
Yo U R S U M M E R $ F PrﬂmDCQd:14_l1o .

other offers or discounts.
- - Expires 7/31/2021.
We provide service for Ants, Mice, Ticks, Termites, Spiders, . Stinging Insect
Mosquitoes, Carpenter Bees, Wasps, Bed Bugs and more! Nest Reoal

888-341-7140 * CooperPest.com

b $ 0 F F Promo Code: 14-1110 :

. This offer is available for new e

. clients only and cannot be  »

. combined with any other offers e

C P E R . or discounts. One time services o
. are not eligible for this offer. &

Bugs are Smart, . Yard Defender Expires 7/31/2021. o

-

-

Dodl Solsdions | omanter : Mosquito & Tick Program

---------------------------------
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Free Estimate & Online

Checkout Available




Around the Town

DEP Awards Monroe $116K to Fight Litter and Encourage Recycling

Monroe is receiving
a state $116,211 grant
to further enhance local
litter-removal and recy-
cling efforts based on the
municipality’s  excellent
performance in recycling
efforts.

“Keeping our township
litter-free while protecting
the environment is a top
priority for the Council
and me. We all need to do
more to help keep our

community clean and we
will dedicate the necessary
resources to support this
mission,” said Mayor
Stephen Dalina. “We have
instituted a monthly com-
munity clean-up campaign
and the DPW team main-
tains an efficient process
for recycling materials
both at the yard and
through curb-side pick-up.
This award will allow us
to host more community
clean-up events and

improve our recycling pro-
gram.”
Recycling
grants are  awarded
through  the State’s
Recycling Enhancement
Act funded
through a $3 per-ton sur-
charge on trash disposed
at solid waste facilities
statewide. = The  state
Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP)
then allocates funds back

tonnage

and are

to municipalities based
on how much recycling
each community reports
accomplishing during a
particular calendar year.

Each year, Monroe
Township is required by
law to file an annual
report documenting recy-
cling tonnage with the
DEP. To file this report,
the Township Recycling
Coordinator collects infor-

mation on the weight in

tons of recycled materials
from all commercial and
institutional  establish-
ments in the Township.

The year-long docu-
mentation process begins
in mid-January with out-
reach efforts to local estab-
lishments, followed by
reporting to the NJDEP in
late-April and grant award
notifications released the
following January for two
years prior. M

Monroe Offers Free
Trees to Residents

On April 24, Monroe residents stopped by the
DPW Yard and the Monroe Township Library
to pick up free tree seedlings, as part of the
New Jersey Tree Recovery Campaign. The annual
event is run locally through the township’s Shade
Tree Commission. More than 800 seedlings were
distributed.

(From left to Right) Councilman Van Dzura,

Council President Cohen, Joel Greenberg,
Council Vice President Schneider, Surabhi

Argarwal, Darren Kutz.

Volunteers hand out tree seedlings a

4 Municipal Plaza.

TR

Thank You Clean
Communities

Volunteers fanned out on March 27 to pick up
litter on North State Home Road.

Mayor Dalina, Councilman Dipierro and
Councilman Van Dzura and other town officials
were on-hand to express appreciation to the many |
groups and individuals who turned out for the
annual rite of spring. M

e fMomroe NEWS . volume 2, 2021



First Responders

American Red Cross Honors Monroe Police Officer for Heroism

Police Officer Douglas Perrone continues to receive
accolades for his life-saving response to a driver trapped
in a burning car.

Central New Jersey Executive Director and Regional
CEO Rosie Taravella of the American Red Cross pre-
sented Perrone with a “Certificate of Extraordinary
Personal Action.”

On November 26, 2020 Officer Perrone responded to
a report of an overturned vehicle, fully engulfed in
flames, and a driver trapped inside. His bravery that
night resulted in the driver being safely extracted from
the vehicle.

Mayor and Council
Express Appreciation to
Emergency Dispatchers

Mayor Dalina presented Monroe Township’s
Public Safety Telecommmunicators with a token
of thanks on April 11 for all of their hard work and
dedication.

On behalf of the Township Council, he
proclaimed April 11-17 as Public Safety
Telecommunicators Appreciation Week and
thanked each dispatcher for their caring, compas-
sion and devotion to Monroe Township.

Many thanks to all dispatchers for keeping
Monroe residents safe 24 hour per day, 365 days
per year.

Monroe Partners with Local
Pharmacies to Deliver Vaccine

to Homebound Residents

This spring, Monroe
Township EMS crews,
accompanied by Township
police officers, have trans-
ported pharmacists from
Texas Road Pharmacy and
Point of Care Pharmacy to
the homes of homebound
residents to administer
COVID vaccine.

“This was a big step in
our fight against COVID-
19 and keeping our resi-
dents safe. The Township
Council and I are thrilled
that the coveted COVID-
19 vaccine was delivered to
our homebound residents,”
said Mayor Stephen Dalina.

“On behalf of the
Council and from the bot-
tom of my heart, I would
like to thank these two local
pharmacies for partnering
with us on this meaningful
initiative,” the mayor added.
“Special thanks to our
highly skilled and very
compassionate EMS and
police crews for supporting
these efforts. It’s all about
working together to help
those in need.”

The program to deliver
vaccines to Monroe home-
bound residents began with
a collection of names from
concerned residents calling
the Mayor’s office. This
included the St. Peter’s
nurses working at each of
the Township’s adult com-
munities who were asked to
submit names of home-
bound residents.

“I would be remiss if 1

Point of Care Pharmacy

L — = &

didn’t also thank the
County of Middlesex who
initially stepped up to offer
the J&J vaccine prior to
the unfortunate recall,”
Mayor Dalina added.

Any Monroe resident
needing a homebound vac-
cination or assistance
scheduling a vaccination
appointment should con-
tact the Mayor’s office at
732-521-4400, ext. 114.
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Monroe Thanks First
Responder Rob Drako

Celebrating 31 years of dedication and service to
EMS, Operations Coordinator Robert “Rob” Drako
was honored on April 30 during his retirement walk-out
ceremony at the EMS facility among family, friends, and
EMS personnel. As part of the self-proclaimed “original
crew,” Drako was presented with a handmade plaque
recreation of his patch #6 by Judy Olbrys, Director of
EMS.

The township green-
house, less than two years
old, is thriving under the
care of the Monroe Com-
munity Garden members.

This year’s season
started March 15 with 26
Garden members looking
to have a new experience
growing plants from seed
to sprout. It was an ideal
temperature inside the

greenhouse located in the The club now has five

Pictured (L-R) Counc//ma
Councilman Baskin and Mayor Dalina.

Community Garden; most
of the plants germinated and
grew at a very quick rate.
The final count this spring:
more than 60 trays of seeds
germinating, with 2,200 to
2,500 plants growing.

garden sites for donations
to the Monroe Food
Pantry on a monthly basis,
as well as contributions to
the county food pantry
and weekly distributions
to those in need. A plant

Around the Towwn

| A Sregemrass

\.AI;..
Vs

Vn Dura, John F?/gs,

sale was also held in
the Monroe Community
Garden Parking lot at 124
Applegarth Dr. on Satur-
day, May 15, from 10 a.m.
— 2:30 p.m. All plants cost

$2 apiece.

DPW Yard Now Open
Six Days a Week

Hours are:

Monday — Friday: 8:30 a.m. — 2:45 p.m.

Saturday: 8:00 - 11:30 a.m.

Questions?
Call DPW at 732-656-4575

Need a bulk pick-up appointment? DPW is here to help.

Mowroe
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Low Inventory + Low Interest Rates = High Buyer Demand

make this a

sellers marlet-

While it may be easy to find a buyer,
it may not be easy to negotiate
multiple offers and get you
the price you deserve.

Trust us to get the job done right.

. e——

ERA TEVINSON

349 APPLEGARTH ROAD * MONROE TWP.
HomesOfNJ.com

609.655.5535

A DVERTORIAL

A Very Peachy Tuesday in Monroe

Parker staff at Monroe shared the joy of National
Peach Cobbler day with the entire community on
Tuesday, April 13 through sweet and generous donations.

Staff visited essential parts of the community includ-
ing the Police and Fire Departments as well as the Senior
Center to hand-deliver the deliciously peachy treats.

The group of Parker staff
included Cindy  Marazo,
Admissions Manager, Parker at
Monroe, Michael Brophy,
Director of Sales, Parker Health
Group and Sarah Petty, Clinical
Community Liaison, Parker.




Around the Towwn

Monroe Restocks its Food Pantry

As food insecurity con-

Memorial Day in Monroe

The ‘Township 'honors ‘those who made the
supreme sacrifice for America on Monday, May 31.

tinues to hit New Jersey
hard due to the COVID-19

The remembrance ceremony includes a 9 a.m. i
pandemic,

wreath laying and services at the Veterans
Monument at town hall, 1 Municipal Plaza, followed
by a similar program at 9:45 a.m. at Veterans Park

supplies are
running low at pantries.

To continue to aid

on Avenue K.

Monroe Food Pantry
Says “Thank You"

to our Generous
Organization Partners

Stonebridge Men’s Club

Rotary Foundation of
Plainsharo, Inc.

B'nai B'rith of Monroe Twp.
Regency Women's Group
Criers Federal Credit Union

Mike Lieberman Murry Lynn
Memorial Fund

Regency Culture Club

Monroe Indians for Civic Action
Sewa Community

GW Friends Club

Stonebridge Veterans Club

After Hours Club of
Whittingham

Shalom Club Concordia
G.W. Connections @ Greenbriar
Concordia Seniors Association

Greenbrian Whittingham
Pickleball Club

GW Tennis Club

New Kids on The Block
Woodland Student Council
Regency Wed. Golf Group
Womens Club of RCC

[talian American Senior
Cultural Club

Yiddish Club of Whittingham
Whittingham Senior Social Club
Italian American Club of RCC
The Shalom Club

GW Resident Civic Club
Concordia Players

Brookside Elementary School
Rasi Laboratories

Center State Engineering
Sewa International

St. Anianus Coptic Orthodox
Church

Regency Actors and Players
Stonebridge Bridge Club

Stonebridge Women's Club/
National Mah Jongg League

BCB Bank

Stonebridge Women's Club
Southfield Estates Community
Clearbrook Billiards Club
Jewish Healthcare Op.

Mens Club of Renaissance
at Cranbury Crossings

Shalom Club Concordia
Sewa Diwali 2020
Knights of Columbus
GW Friends Club

India-US Forum of Monroe
Twp. Inc.

NJ Principals & Supv. Assoc.
The Ponds at Clearbrook
RCC Women'’s Club

The Food Architects, LLC
Regency at Monroe HOA

10

families in need, Monroe
partnered with Middlesex
County, through
MCFOODS, to host
a four-hour Springtime
Food Drive on April 17
at the Monroe Township
Park and Ride.

“What an incredible day
with so much generosity,”
said Jennifer Apostol,
director of MCFOODS,
based in neighboring East
Brunswick. “I am so thank-
ful to all of you for agreeing
to work with us, helping to
promote the food drive and
assembling so many won-
derful volunteers.”

She referred to the turn
out from Monroe residents
as “tremendous,” noting it
was a record-setting day
with 14,000 pounds of
food donated to the
Monroe

Pantry and

Residents donate items during the Annual Spring
Time Food Drive sponsored by MCFOODS.

From Left to Right; Councilman Dipierro, Council Vice
President Schneider, Mayor Dalina, Councilman Van
Dzura, Jennifer Apostol (Director, MCFOODS).

MCFOODS and more
than $1,800 in monetary

donations.

“Your support and

these generous donations
are so meaningful and will
truly help so many of our
neighbors in need,” she
added.
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said. “As the Township’s
new Mayor, I will work
with my colleagues on the
Council as well as the
Township Attorney to
fight this to the Supreme
Court if we have to.”

“In our opinion, the
Court chose to punish the
Township for informing
the public about this hous-
ing project application,”
said  Mayor Dalina.
“Instead of requiring the
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developer to submit his
plans to the Zoning
Board, as required by State
Law, the Court granted
unprecedented special
treatment to this builder to
submit his plan for review
only to a Court-appointed
hearing ofticer.”

The Township previ-
ously amended its housing
plan to account for reduc-
ing the scope of develop-
ment on this site while

meeting its State mandated
affordable housing obliga-
tion. “Developers despise
home rule because it’s not
their home and they don’t
have to deal with the con-
sequences,” Mayor Dalina
said. “Be sure — The
Council and I will lead this
fight for fairness and we
will not be intimidated by
this developer.”

Mowroe



COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic in Monroe

Recognizing the contin-
ued need to vaccinate
the vulnerable elderly pop-
ulation, Monroe partnered
with Middlesex County
and Hackensack Meridian
Health to open a COVID-
19 vaccine clinic specifical-
ly for those ages 55 and
older in Monroe, which
began April 30.

Vaccinations were
administered at the
Monroe Senior Center,
12 Halsey Reed Road.

“Monroe  Township
Council and I have taken
advantage of every oppor-
tunity to help our resi-
dents, particularly our
seniors, get vaccinated as
soon as a vaccine became
available. It is an honor
to have partnered with
Middlesex County and
Hackensack Meridian
Health to provide a dedi-
cated clinic for our seniors
at our senior center, we

jumped on board,” Mayor

Dalina said. “We are
thankful to the County of
Middlesex for their ongo-
ing support of our efforts
to vaccinate our most vul-
nerable residents and we
appreciate  Hackensack
Meridian for joining the
effort.”

“Vaccinating every resi-
dent that wants to be vac-
cinated remains Middlesex
County’s priority during
this pandemic, and this
clinic, which focused on

those most susceptible to
the coronavirus disease, is
a testament to that com-
mitment,” added Director
Ronald G. Rios of the
Middlesex County Board
of County Commissioners.
“It is an honor to partner
with Hackensack Meridian
Health
Township to bring these
vaccines to our seniors,

and Monroe

providing a sense of relief
during this pandemic and,
hopefully, the opportunity

Around the Town

for visits with loved ones.”

“Throughout the
COVID-19 pandemic we
have been committed to
serving our surrounding
communities,” said Todd
Way, president, central
market, Hackensack
Meridian Health. “Together,
partnering with Middlesex
County and Monroe
Township, we protected
the elderly residents of
Monroe with our vaccina-
tion clinic.” &

Monroe Partners to Save Electric Costs at Public Buildings and
to Promote Green Energy

The Township has for a
number of years taken
advantage of the competi-
tive electric power supply
market by seeking compet-
itive bids for power supply
for its municipal electric
accounts.

These accounts include
municipal facilities such as
the administration build-
ing,
police station, library facil-
ities, as well as MTUD
facilities and streetlights.
Through the competitive
process the Township has
saved tens of thousand of
dollars for taxpayers.

recreation centers,

Earlier this year, seek-
ing to leverage the power
of joint purchasing, the
Township joined the New
Jersey Sustainable Energy
Joint Meeting or ‘NJSEM,’
which is a purchasing con-
sortium of nearly 200
municipal entities through-
out the State of New

Jersey.

The NJSEM went out
to bid earlier this year,
and the Township’s new
power supply contract, the
first under the NJSEM
program, commenced in
November.

Under the new contract
with NJSEM, the Town-
ship has been able to
obtain power supply for
the municipal facilities at
a cost that is about 5%
lower than the cost of
power supply under the
Township’s previous con-
17%
lower than the cost of
power supply provided
by JCP&L, resulting in
estimated savings to
Township taxpayers of
about $185 thousand over
the 19-month contract
term.

tract, and about

In addition to these
significant cost savings,
the contract obtained

through the NJSEM joint
purchasing program pro-
vides for power supply
that has enhanced renew-
able energy content —
above and beyond the
minimum renewable ener-
gy content required by
the State and reflected in
JCP&L power supply.

The result is that, in

addition to achieving near-
ly $200 thousand in cost
savings, the additional
renewable content will dis-
place an estimated 280
tons of carbon emissions
from the power grid.

This joint purchasing
initiative truly represents a
win-win for the Township
and taxpayers, and builds

upon the success of
the Monroe Township
Community Energy
Aggregation (MTCEA)

program, first launched in
2013, which has resulted in
millions of dollars in elec-
tricity cost savings for resi-
dential electric customers

in the Township. &

Thomas J. DeMarco, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 4651
e ~205 Rhode Hall Rd. Monroe Twp NJ 08831 - 732-521-0555
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POSTAL CUSTOMER

Excellence and experience in a fun, loving
and caring environment created specifically
for infants through adolescents!

* Parents welcome in tfreatment rooms

+ Convenient evening and Saturday
appointments available

+ Emergency services available to our patients
* TV's in freatment rooms

CALL TODAY
18 Centre Drive, Suite 204, Monroe Township, NJ 08831

(609) 409-0499 i

www.facebook.com/MonroePediatricDentistry
www.MonroePediatricDentistry.com

Lisa Sobel, DMD

Pediatric Dentistry Specialist
NJ Specialty Permit #5469
Diplomate of the American Board of Pediafric Dentistry

MID STATE REALTY

Call today for your...

COMPLIMENTARY
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TS If your property is currgntly |ISted. with another
broker, please disregard this offer.
Ser ving All John Profaci 391 Spotswood Englishtown Rd.
of New Jersey Broker / President Monroe Twp., New Jersey 08831

Monroe Office Plaza
391 Spotswood-Englishtown Road
Monroe Town, NJ 00831
Office: 732-251-8900 ¢ Fax: 732-251-8901
email: midstaterealtynj@verizon.net
Visit us on the web at
www.midstate-realty.com

When it’s time to Buy or Sell...

Rely on an Experienced Professional

to give you the true facts about this
changing Real Estate Market

¢32-251-8900
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= Monroe Office Plaza
391 Spotswood Englishtown Rd Monroe Twp. NJ 08831

Phone: (732) 251-8900  Fax: (732) 251-8900  Email : jkprofaci@aol.com
JonKat construction has been building new homes and completing home renovations
since 1996. You can put your mind at ease once you select us for your project. We have
extensive knowledge of all construction procedures and only use the finest craftsman in

the industry.

Visit us on the web : https://jonkatconstruction.net/

Newhomes  Complete Rehab Projects  Kitchen & Bath remodels

Contact Owner John Profaci for your estimated
(732) 251-8900 Email : jkprofaci@aol.com

Join the Clean Team!

Monroe Township Clean Communities is looking for
a few good people to help keep Monroe clean.

Residents eager to fight litter and coordinate area

clean-ups can receive a job application through the
township’s Division of Health & Human Resources via
MonroeTwp.com. Completed applications can be dropped
off at the municipal complex, 1 Municipal Plaza, or by
emailing Rosalie Myers at RMyers@monroetwp.com B

Better Hearing Starts With Beltone

THIS IS 'WHAT HEARING LLOSS FEELS LiXE

GUARANTEED
TO IMPROVE
YOUR
HEARING

Aﬂml__ﬁ_ﬁii __________

Insurance and
Medicaid
Accepted

Price Match
Guarant




