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Mayor and Council Move to Acquire 412 Acres of Open Space

Monroe is making major
gains toward its goal of pre-
serving 50 percent of the
Township.

In August, Council members
moved forward to secure 412

acres of environmentally sensi-
tive land along Perrineville
Road.

As part of an agreement
with the New Jersey Turnpike
Authority, Monroe Township

will take ownership

River and includes
80 acres of manmade
wetlands, six acres

of the property, pleased to work with
which runs adjacent the Turnpike Autho-
to the Millstone Trity to secure this

“This is our
largest acquisition of
open space property
in the history of
the Township,” said
Mayor Gerald W.
Tamburro. “I was

incredible piece of
land and all of its
ecological treasures

Perrineville Road. This acquisition brings Monroe
close to 8,000 acres of preserved property.

acres, a major milestone for our
community.”

to the benefit of our residents for
generations to come. This acqui-
sition brings us close to 8,000

of vernal pool habi-
tat and 186,000 new

trees and shrubs. Continued on page 4
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Mayors United Against
Anti'semitism By Mayor Gerald W. Tamburro

As you may know,
earlier this summer,
before the Charlottesville
hate summit, I joined the
Mayors United Against
anti-Semitism initiative.
Today, I am one of the
more than 360 mayors
and municipal leaders
from all 50 states and
the District of Columbia
representing nearly 90
million people to join
this effort.

Personally, I did so
with the backing of our
Township Council mem-
bers; and ceremoniously,
I did so with a proclama-
tion presentation to our
local Hadassah Alisa
Chapter representatives,
Marilyn Gerstein and
Karen Mandel, at a
July 5 Township Council
meeting. I have also pre-
sented the resolution to
the Regency Hadassah
and later this month,
will be at Stonebridge’s
Hadassah.

Together, we are
publicly  condemning
prejudice, hatred and
discrimination perpetrat-
ed against the Jewish
community. Furthermore,
we condemn hate against
all people, as we look to
advance human rights,
our core democratic val-
ues and a peaceful and
respectful co-existence
around the world.

This is an important
action that required my
attention and my sup-
port for many reasons.

I took this action
before the horrific events
of Charlottesville under-

scored just how
important it is to

speak out
against hate of
all kinds and

anti-Semitism.

I am proud
that we have a
very active and
engaged Jewish
community in
Monroe. I also
believe our
Township has
one of the largest

OO &

communities of Marilyn Gerstein, representative for

Holocaust sur-
vivors in the
country. These
extraordinary people
have witnessed first-
hand the atrocities of the
Holocaust.

The inhuman crimes
waged against the
Jewish people during
that era stemmed from
the seeds of discrim-
ination. When planted
among our citizens and
our children, those seeds
can only bare the fruits
of ignorance, fear and
cruelty.

Some might say that
the persecution of the
Jewish people is a page
for the history books, a
dark period that we
won't likely see again in
our lifetime.

I argue that there is
a reason Holocaust sur-
vivors have adopted the
phrase, “We Must Never
Forget.”

Their struggle remains
relevant to this very day,
lest we repeat ourselves.

Had there been a
more universal pushback

Hadassah Alisa, and Mayor Tamburro
at the July 5 Council meeting.

against anti-Semitism in
those times, I'd imagine
the outcome would have
been very different.

The sad state of affairs
that played out in
Charlottesville is only
the most recent example
of a problem that we
must confront in our
time.

So today, I take this
action and we do our
best to atone for the
silence of our forefathers
and stand in solidarity
against hate, in whatever
form it might take and
against whatever color
or creed it has set its
sights on.

Our diversity, as a
country and a communi-
ty, is not a weakness,
but rather our greatest
strength.

I hope you stand with
me in this fight, because
anti-Semitism and any
form of hate has no
place here in Monroe
or America.
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Monroe Named Safest Community in Middlesex County
Officials Credit Police with Top Rankings

On the heels of being
newly minted as a safe
city in a number of
national and regional sur-
veys, Monroe honored
members of its law enforce-
ment at a July 5 Township
Council meeting.

Safewise recently
ranked Monroe as the
seventh safest city in
the country to raise a
child, the National

Council for Home Safety
and Security identified
the Township as the 14th
safest in the state and

L ="

Swearing-in of Patrolman Jake O'Brien.

FBI's latest Uniform
Crime Report placed
Monroe as the safest
of the 25 towns in
Middlesex County.

“Quite a few factors
played into these rank-
ings, everything from
high school graduation
rates to emergency pre-
paredness training and,
of course, crime rates,”
said Mayor Gerald W.
Tamburro. “But I would
largely credit our hard-
working police force,
not to mention our lead-
ership there,
with the Town-
ship’s improved
safety  stand-
ings.”

At the July
meeting,
Tamburro pre-

sented Police  Chief
Michael E. Lloyd with
the Community Leader-
ship Award in recogni-
tion of his outstanding
guidance of the Town-
ship’s Public = Safety
Department.

The Township also
recognized Patrol Divi-
sion Officers Anthony
Trohalides, Dale Degraw,
Ostap Pronin and Trevon
Robinson. All were recent-
ly honored by MADD-
NJ for their exemplary
DWI enforcement, col-
lectively accounting for
more than three dozen
stops in a year’s time.

“In a perfect world,
these offenders would
have never gotten
behind the wheel in
the first place,” said

Out in Full Force: Uniformed Monroe Police came out
to a July 5 Township Council meeting to support fellow
officers being honored and sworn in.

Councilman  Michael
Leibowitz, following the
meeting. “But it does give
me some peace of mind
to know we have such
an able-bodied and dili-
gent team of officers here,

who are patrolling and
protecting our streets from
these kinds of dangers.”

Lastly, the Council
swore in Monroe’s newest
officer, Patrolman Jake
O’Brien.

Low Energy Rates for

stand to benefit the most
from our program.”

In October, the
Township will hold pub-
lic information sessions
to answer any questions
from residents before the
program begins.

“I have personally
saved hundreds of dol-
lars through this pro-
gram,” said Councilman
Michael Leibowitz. “So,
we welcome the oppor-
tunity to educate our res-
idents on the benefits of

participation.”

The Township is
warning the public to be
cautious of third party
companies soliciting res-
idents, offering lower
rates that can fluctuate
and then skyrocket after
an introductory period
has ended.

“Be leery of the fine
print,” warned Council-
man Leonard Baskin.
“Some of these compa-
nies may be outright
scamming our residents,

RESid e ntS Continued from page |

while others are just
using aggressive sales
tactics to hoodwink
them into paying higher
rates. We don’t want our
residents to fall victim
to either.”

For more information
on the energy aggrega-
tion program, interested
parties are encouraged
to contact Harold Klein
at Monroe Township by
calling 732-521-4400 or
emailing hklein@mon-
roetwp.com.

Be cautious of solicitation by third-

party companies with fluctuating electric rates.

Next Steps

Customers of Tri Eagle Energy or JCP&L will
receive a letter in September about their choices.

Residents in the Tri Eagle program will be trans-
ferred to South Jersey Energy at the new rate on
Dec. |, unless they opt out.

JCP&L customers will also be enrolled unless
they opt out. There are no exit fees or penalties.
Residents will receive a “Notice of Opt Out”
in early October and must respond by Nov. 4.

Those on a budget plan with JCP&L will contin-
ue on that plan with the new energy provider.

Public Meetings at:

Monday, Oct. 16 at 1:30 p.m., Senior Center,

|2 Halsey Reed Road

Wednesday, Oct. 18 at 7 p.m.,, Community
Center, 120 Monmouth Road
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Council Taps Dr. Baskin to Fill Vacant Seat

The Township Council
has unanimously appoint-
ed Dr. Leonard Baskin
to fill the vacant ward
two seat of departing
Councilman Blaise
Dipierro, who retired
and moved to Florida in

late June.

Baskin, a resident of
Stonebridge, an active
adult community, was
one of three nomina-
tions put forth by the
Monroe Township Demo-

cratic Organization.

“This was the right
choice for the Township,”
said Mayor Gerald W.
Tamburro. “We expect
Councilman Baskin will
bring a combination of
his scientific expertise
and thorough knowl-
edge of the community
to benefit all Monroe
residents.”

Baskin hails from an
academic and scientific
research  background,

receiving his undergrad-
uate degree in chemistry
at Trinity College in
Hartford, Conn.
later, earning his doctor-

and

ate in biochemistry from
John Hopkins University
in Baltimore.

Among his many pro-
fessional roles, Baskin
taught at  Stevens
Institute of Technology
and conducted medical
research at the Univer-

sity of Medicine and

Dentistry of New Jersey
and the Veterans Assist-
ance Medical Center in
Brooklyn.

As one of the found-
ing members of The
Friends of the Monroe
Community  Garden,
Baskin remains involved
in this citizen-driven

organization.

During his long-span-
ning record of public
service, Baskin has been
a member of the Monroe

Dr. Leonard Baskin

Shade Tree Commission
and Mayor’s Senior

Advisory Committee.

i T 5

Eagle Scout Proj

ect: On July §,

ayor lamburro

and Council members joined local Eagle Scout Joseph
Vitale of Troop 60 and the Harvie family to dedicate
a kiosk at the Community Garden to the late Joseph
“loe” Harvie, Monroe's former Public Information
Officer who passed away last August.

The Monroe News IS
now accepting ads

call (908) 189-0700

Protecting

Council Approves
10-Acre Zoning

In June, the Township
Council, in coordination
with the planning board,
increased the minimum
lot-yield size for new
construction in the
“rural residential farm-
land preservation zone”
from six to 10 acres.

Accounting for
approximately 5,500
acres, the RR-FLP zone
is predominantly found
in the southern section
of Monroe and consists
of many undeveloped
tracts of land, some of
which are prone to
flooding problems.

“Our residents have
been asking the
Township to preserve
our rural landscape,
which has been a hall-
mark of our community

for nearly two cen-

open Space Continued from page |

said Council

Stephen
Dalina. “This resolution
is just further evidence
that we're actively lis-
tening and acting within
the best interest of our
Township.”

turies,”
President

Many of the proper-
ties in this zone are out-
side of the sewer service
area and rely on septic
and well systems.

“We are using every
tool available to limit
development in our
Township and this is an
important step forward
in that effort,” said Dave
Rothman, planning
board chairman. “I'm

proud of the planning
board’s action on this
issue.”

Municipal officials
applauded both the
planning board’s direc-
tion and support regard-
ing this policy.

“Monroe is a desir-
able community to live
in,” said Councilman
Michael

“Our ability to maintain

Leibowitz.

our quality of life and
town character is critical
to ensuring our resi-
dents” and community’s
success. Proper plan-
ning is the key to our

future.”
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Monroe Achieves Third
Lowest Effective Municipal

Tax Rate in Middlesex County

Residents See Zero Increase in 2017 Municipal Tax Rate

Out of 25 municipali-
ties in Middlesex County,
Monroe had the third
lowest effective munici-
pal tax rate in 2016.

Following the Town-
ship Council’s recent
adoption of a flat tax in
2017, Monroe is poised
to improve even further.

“A lot of time and
energy, as well as careful
fiscal management has
led us to a zero-increase
in the municipal tax rate
and improved our effec-
tive tax-rate standing,”
said Mayor Gerald W.

Tamburro.

The Township main-

tained the previous
year’s tax rate of 45.7
cents per $100 of

assessed value. For a
homeowner with a resi-
dence assessed at the
Township average of
$312,219, that translates
to an annual municipal

tax bill of $1,428.

Furthermore, for the
26th consecutive year,
Monroe built a budget
that saw no increases for
residential water and

sewer services.

The municipal tax
rate in Monroe accounts
for approximately 20
percent of a Township
resident’s total property
tax bill.

“Despite no munici-
pal tax increase, we're
maintaining the level of
services that our resi-
dents have come to
expect and rely upon,”
Councilwoman
“Our
services are unparal-
leled
where you travel in

Middlesex County.”

said
Miriam Cohen.

regardless  of

Monroe’s Overall Municipal Tax
Ranking in Middlesex County

Equalized Equalized
Taxing Municipal Taxing Municipal
Districts Purpose Tax Districts Purpose Tax
SO. BRUNSWICK TWP 0.341 NO. BRUNSWICK TWP 0.653
PLAINSBORO TWP 0.360 HELMETTA BORO 0.667
WOODBRIDGE TWP 0.771
CRANBURY TWP 0.435 DUNELLEN BORO 0.792
OLD BRIDGE TWP 0.449 MIDDLESEX BORO 0.838
SO. PLAINFIELD BORO 0.471 SPOTSWOOD BORO 0.856
METUCHEN BORO 0513 HIGHLAND PARK BORO 0.870
EAST BRUNSWICK TWP 0.536 JAMESBURG BORO 0913
EDISON TWP 0.537 NEW BRUNSWICK CITY 0.964
MILLTOWN BORO 0.598 CARTERET BORO 1.095
PISCATAWAY TWP 0.632 SOUTH AMBOY CITY 1.232
SOUTH RIVER BORO 0.636 PERTH AMBOY 1.820
SAYREVILLE BORO 0.647

Source: Middlesex County Abstract of Ratables and Final Equalization Table, County of Middlesex for the

year 2016

CORCIALLY INYITES YO
EE

THE Law FIRM oF To ATTERD A FREE
SEMIMNAR TO LEARN ABOLU

WILLS AND
i S H A H LIVING TRUSTS

241 Forsgate Drive, Suite 204
Monroe/Jamesburg

Neel Shah

AT THIY WOEESHOF, WE WILL DPSGUSS:

1OELE M

Refreshments will be served, and seating is limited.

Register by calling (732) 521-9455, emailing seminars@lawesq.net or visiting www.lawesq.net/seminars.

A DVERTORIAL

Parker’s National
Survey Says Most Are
Optimistic About Aging

Most Americans appear hopeful and optimistic about aging
according to a new, national study from Parker, based in
Monroe, one of America’s leading aging services organiza-
tions. Key findings include:

* A vast majority of Americans (71%) do not fear or
worry about aging very much or at all.

* Sixty-two percent believe that 80 is not too old to
serve in government, run a marathon, be CEO of a
Fortune 500 company, teach a class, or practice yoga.

* Those surveyed were evenly split (49%) in describing
the experience of growing older with positive words

(e.g., “hopeful,” “relevant,” “vibrant”) vs. negative words
(e.g., “scary,” “depressing,” “lonely”).

* Nearly two-thirds (59%) feel that not enough
technology innovation focuses on the lifestyles of
older people.

* While 38% of Americans feel the most positive thing
about getting older is gaining more experience and
wisdom, only 1% believes it is acquiring greater wealth
and material goods.

“This survey underscores how American society’s views on
aging are changing for the better, especially as the Baby
Boom generation reaches retirement age and beyond,” says
Roberto Muiiiz, President & CEO of Parker, which for more
than a century has been challenging, changing, and expanding
the idea of what it means to grow older in America.“Seniors
are staying more vibrant, active, and connected well into
their seventies, eighties, nineties, and beyond, and society is
beginning to embrace that fact.”
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we make aging part of life ™

UNIQUE SPECIALIZED
SKILLED NURSING
CARE COMMUNITY

Person-directed programs for
individuals who require 24/7 nursing
services for:

« Complex physical needs
e Cognitive impairment

Parker at Monroe

395 Schoolhouse Road, Monroe Twp
732-992-5200 | parkerlife.org

Special Needs
Campers Find Special
Place in Monroe

It was the mid-1970s,
when a teenage Debbie
DeVivo first signed on
as a counselor with
Monroe Township’s

summer camp.

Even then, DeVivo
began to notice special
needs individuals
becoming more visible
and active members of

her quaint hometown.

Monroe was eager to
evaluate how it could
improve services for this

important and growing
group.

At the onset, the
Township established a
summer camp, with
the Monroe Township
Special Education
Parents Association,
MTSEPA, dedicated to
special needs children -
one of the first of its kind

in the area.

The camp, based out
of Brookside Elementary
School, is mainly geared
toward those children
living with learning
challenges, such as
autism, said DeVivo,
current MTSEPA direc-

tor.

Organizers challenge

and entertain campers

with a full slate of activ-
ities to include sporting
events, day trips, arts
and crafts, performing
arts and educational
opportunities like out-
door science explo-
ration.

“Special needs chil-
dren can do all the
things that other kids
can do,” DeVivo said.
“You modify the games,
the rules and the equip-
ment so that everyone
can participate and be

successful.”

What started as a few
staff members in those
early  years, now
includes a team of edu-
cators, counselors and

even an on-site nurse.

“A number of our
campers become volun-
teers,” said Jeanne
Crawley, assistant
superintendent to the
Monroe Township
Recreation Department,
which is tasked with
MTSEPA’s

“Some

oversight.
have even
become staff. They all
provide a great contri-

bution to our program.”
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Getting to Know Monroe Resident Services

Learn more about the
extensive list of munici-
pal services exclusively
available to Monroe res-
idents:

1. Community Center’s
Fitness Center — Open
to residents 18 years and
older. An annual $10
membership registration
fee is required. Fitness
Center is open from 8
a.m. to 9 p.m. daily with
the exception of week-
ends in July and August,
when the Community
Center closes at 5 p.m.
Please call 732-723-5000
for further details.

2. Library’s Free
Museum Passes -
Residents can borrow
free passes to one of
more than  twenty
regional attractions -
everything from rock
climbing in Morganville
to the Museum of
Modern Art in New
York City to the
Grounds for Sculpture
in Hamilton. The three-
day passes must be
booked online prior
to pick up and dropped
off before 11 a.m. on
the day of return. More
details can be found
at  www.monroetwp-
library.org or by calling
732-521-5000.

3. Bookmobile - If a
resident can’t make it
out to the library, then
they can visit the
Library’s Bookmobile.
Patrons can get a library
card, check out or
request books or return
material through this

mini mobile library.
Currently, the Book-
mobile  cruises by
dozens of locations. The
Library also offers door-
to-door book delivery,
returning every three
weeks with new and
requested materials, for
homebound residents.
See the full schedule
at  www.monroetwp-
library.org or call 732-
521-5000 for more infor-
mation.

4. Paper Shredding -
Several times per year,

Middlesex County, in
coordination with the

municipal  Recycling
Department staff, sched-
ule paper shredding

events, where resident
may take confidential
and personal paperwork
for shredding at a local
site. Dates are typically
advertised on  the
Township’s homepage
www.monroetwp.com.
Upcoming dates in
Monroe include Sept. 8 at
Thompson Park from 9
a.m. to noon or until the
shredder is at capacity.

5. Bulk Pick Up -
Schedule a once-a-year
pick-up of larger items
like refrigerators, appli-

ances, furniture and
more by contacting
Monroe Township’s

Department of Public
Works at 732-656-4575.

6. Paint Drop-off -
Dispose of any outdated

or unused paint at
Monroe’s Recycling
Center, 76 Gravel Hill-
Spotswood Road. As of

Jan. 1, Monroe will be
accepting paint from
residents on the third
Saturday of the month
between 8 and 11:30 a.m.
Call staff at the
Department of Public
Works at 732-656-4575
for more information.
Monroe’s next drop-off
dates include Sept. 16
and Oct. 21.

7. Safe Zone -
Monroe Township’s
Police Department is
making it safer for resi-
dents to exchange online
merchandise, providing
a designated area at its
headquarters for this
type of activity. At the
front of the building, 3
Municipal Plaza, two
spots to the left of the
flagpole are videotaped
and monitored 24 hours
per day.

8. Project Medicine
Drop-off — A secured
box, located in the lobby
of the Monroe Township
Police Headquarters, 3
Municipal Plaza, allows
residents to safely dis-
pose of any unused,
excess or outdated pre-
scription drugs at any
time, 365 days per year,
without any questions.
Further information can
be found by calling the
Police Department per-
sonnel at 732-521-0222.

9. Transportation —
Monroe’s Transport-
ation Department pro-
vides out-of-town bus
routes for residents.
For residents 55 years
and older, as well as

Independence Day: Everyone had a real blast at this
years Fourth of July festivities at Manalapan Lake with
thousands gathering to take in the food, free rides and of
course, a fireworks extravaganza! Pictured here: Council
President Stephen Dalina, Mayor Gerald W.Tamburro,
Councilwoman Miriam Cohen and Council Vice President
Elizabeth Schneider.

those who are physically
challenged, Monroe also
offers in-town busing
and curb-to-curb pick-
up and drop-off for
medical appointments.
Contact Transportation
Department employees
at  609-443-0511 or
review an up-to-date
schedule at www.mon-
roetwp.com/transporta-
tion.cfm.

10. Animal Control -
Monroe’s  Office of

Animal Control responds
to calls regarding lost,
stray, injured or nui-
sance domestic animals,
as well as wild, rabid
animals and vicious
dogs. Staff also handle
the disposal of deceased
animals on local roads.
In addition, the Town-
ship offers a once-a-year
free rabies clinic in the
winter. More informa-
tion can be found at
732-521-0222.

ﬂ facebook.

Like us & INVITE your Eriends
to Like us on Eacebook
wwwfacebook,.com/towm/r@oﬁnonroe
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Meet and Greet with Monroe’s Staff

Mary Lange
Superintendent of
Monroe Township’s
Recreation Department

Wayne Horbatt
Director of Monroe

Township Department
of Public Works

Jeanne Crawley
Assistant
Superintendent of
Monroe Township’s
Recreation Department

O: How would you
describe your experi-
ence living in Monroe?

A: I am so happy to
be living in Monroe; I
love it here. I moved
here in 1989, I raised my
family here and now my
children are coming back
to do the same. Between
the library, rec center,
activities and sports, the
town does a great job of
helping keep my kids
involved and active.

O: What'’s your aver-
age day at work?

A: There is no such
thing as an average day.
Every day is always
different than the last.
I'm always trying to
listen to the residents
about possible issues
and suggestions regard-
ing  the
Department, and ways
to improve. In the
summertime especially,
there is so much to

Recreation

O: How do you like
living in  Monroe
Township?

A: It’s great. There is
so much to do, whether
it’s going to our beauti-
ful parks, the rec center
or our state-of-the-art

library.
O: What is it like
working for the town?

A: I love it, but the
day is very busy. My

team is always staying
proactive and trying to
avoid problems before
they occur. We work
with contractors, like the
people working on our
HVAC, doing our land-
scaping and maintain-
ing the sports fields.

O: What are some of
your favorite things

about working at the
Township?

O: How do you enjoy
living in Monroe?

A: T've lived in the
town for about 32 years
now. It is a great place to
live and is a great com-
munity to raise a family.
There are so many
things to enjoy, like our
great sports programs,
and I've had the pleas-
ure of coaching softball
and cheerleading in the
Township. In the sum-
mert, I love bringing my

granddaughter to the
spray park in Veteran’s
Park; she absolutely
adores it.

Q: How would you
describe an average day
in your position?

A: The best way to
describe it is busy. I am
always talking to and lis-
tening to the residents of
the Township, trying to
improve our Recreation
Department so it best
serves our residents. I

deal with, between sum-
mer camps for kids,
sports and other activi-
ties that are offered to
our residents.

O: What's your favor-
ite aspect of work?

A: T get to meet and
talk to so many people,
and I love it. I get to see
people I've known for
years and new people
who come to me for
assistance. I love trying to

A: Listening to resi-

dents” concerns and

solving their problems.
While it’'s hard work,
my team and I also get
a lot of satisfaction out
of keeping our town
clean and beautiful. As
a veteran, one of my

favorite  projects is
acquiring military sur-
plus vehicles at no cost

to Monroe taxpayers.

am also in charge of pur-
chasing everything in
our department from
supplies to equipment,
as well as day-to-day
maintenance, so I spend
a lot of time making sure
our department has
everything it needs to
function properly. I was
also involved in the cre-
ation of Community
Pass, an online program
that helps residents do
things like register for

solve people’s problems
and satisfy their needs.

O: What is the most
challenging aspect of
your job?

A: Well, I started off
as a volunteer and I
worked my way up.
Trying to keep up with
all we have scheduled
can be daunting at
times, but when you
enjoy the work, you
make it work.

O: What part of your
work do you find most

challenging?

A: First and foremost,
our job is to act in
the best interest of the
taxpayers, whether it’s
clearing the snow or
repairing a road. That’s
not always easy in a

municipality of this size.

rec programs and camps
in just a few clicks.

Q: What is your
favorite part of your job?

A: Definitely interact-
ing with the kids. Just
watching the kids enjoy
themselves participating
in all of the activities,
sports and camps that
the Township offers. It
makes me feel like all
our hard work here is
paying off.
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Intersection
Improvements Make
Local Roads Safer

Here is a quick list of traffic signal improve-
ments:

¢ Perrineville and Federal roads — The light
and improvements are complete.

* Perrineville and Union Valley roads -
Improvements complete, light has been activated.

¢ Spotswood Englishtown and Mounts Mills
roads — Developer-funded signal construction is
expected to begin this fall.

* Matchaponix and Spotswood Gravel Hill
roads — Design complete and under review. A cost-
sharing agreement with Middlesex County has
been executed. Construction planned for 2018.

¢ Englishtown and Mounts Mills roads —
Monroe Township and Middlesex County are
working together on design and construction of
improvements at this location.

View from Federal and Perrineville intersection. Monroe
appreciates residents’ patience during construction as
the Township works to improve the local roadway for
safety and efficiency.

Members of the Indian American Club shared
their heritage July 22 with a Dasavathara
presentation at Monroe Township's Senior Center.
Between the food, music and dancing, a packed
house got a taste of the many regions in India!

Around the Town

Monroe Awards Contract for
Soccer Field Turf and Lighting

Soccer Field Upgrades: At the Aug. 7 Council meeting, Mayor Tamburro and the
Township Council awarded a contract for a new turf soccer field, a regulation field and
lighting at the Monroe Township Soccer Complex on Prospect Plains Road. Freeholders
Leslie Koppel and Shanti Narra joined Monroe Township Soccer Club teams and board
members for an unveiling of the improvements made possible through joint funding from
Monroe Township and a $IM grant from Middlesex County. Construction is expected to
begin this fall.

Improvement
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Around the Town

[MONROE TOWNSHIP'S PREFERRED
JENNSH FUMERAL HOME

Cadets Get Honorable Sendoff: Mayor & Council recognized 2017 Monroe
Township High School graduates and future military academy cadets, Matthew
Mischler and Kaitlyn Guo (center). Both students have left for their academies;
Mischler is at the US Naval Academy in Annapolis, MD and Guo is at US Air Force

Honering all Traditions with Guality,
Affcrdable. Personallzed Funerals

Lowrest Service: Charges in the area,

Ll A RAMTEED
Academy in Colorado Springs, CO.
Pre-Meed Ammangemant Specialists . ‘ ' . '
omnet S riees Bl Councilman Michael Leibowitz, a former Army Captain (far left and above), graduated

from West Point Academy and served during the Vietnam War. Leibowitz met with
the new cadets to share a few words of encouragement.

Nationally Honored for Service Excellence

Mount Sinai Y|
Mﬂmol'lﬂl Chawsl Im‘ Imova th"fﬂ YOUR HEALING BEGINS HERE

220 Forsgate Drive, Jamesburg, W)

r
— = TR : Wellness
4685 Comnbry Fond, ot Brupwes, b1 Coshar = 732-656-1740
(732) 390-9199 SEnter pe
Cefebrating 1D ¥Years of Heolth & Wellness! :
www.MSMC.us s f = S RdeikE
F. KUHEATEL W43 BT MO 330 y M - Chirl:lpra{t"-{: carE
%I,'r B “Cxprerience the difference & Physical Therapy
= o we cart rvake i wourr frealth = Spinal Decompression
l"le Monroe “ews Is nnw j 'I angd well baing™ # Therapeutic Medical Massage
L3

futrition Counseling with Dietitians

can (973) 319-0300

[/
PER

Pest Soludions:
Bugs are Smart, 'Wo're Smarber AL L sti I'Ig il'lg

BEE & WASP ¢ Removals
Problems Solved FAST! [ retonrromocodsem

athar decoiynts. Fapias 373072007

C

I'I

Cur Exparts Will Safely Remove Yellow Jackests, Beas, T SR e AR R R R, e T
Wasps, or Hornets from Your Home or Business
FREE Estimates and Same Day or Next Day Servica Available Ask Us About:
All of Qur Services are Fully Guaranteed stink Bug Prevention
Termite Pravention
855-486-1120 - CooperPest.com Ant Elimination and Control

The Monroe News * Summer 2017/



Around the Town

There Can be

Del ef

Arthritis

Baclk Pain

Cancer Pain
Compression Fractures
Diabetic Neuropathy
Failed Back Surgery
Fibromvalsia
I—Itrn:attd Discs

Neck Pﬁ n

ﬂsteupnrnsns

Post Herpetic Hi:uralg:a
RSD

Sciatica

Shoulder Fain

Spinal Stenosis

UDAY N BHATT, MD | pain management

Interventional Pain Fellowship Trained
Diplomat American Board of Pain Medicine, Diplomat American Board of Interventional Pain,

N}. . oo Specializing in Interventional Pain Management Procedures

T lllllll“““"“

Professional Center
Hamilton Sguare, NJ 08690 » 2109 Kilockner Road
Monroe, NJ 08831 = 2 Research Way, Suite 206 « behind CVS on Applegarth Road

Flemingtan, NJ 08822 = 5 Walter E. Foran Blvd, Suite 2005
Call Toll Free: 1-877-SPINE-81 » 1-609-587-6070 » Fax: 1-609-587-7080 » www.njsapc.com

i
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The Recreation Events Calendar will no longer be mailed out separately at

. he besinning of each year and will be included in The M News.
Recreation Calendar of BEvents — febemie o e yeaad i now be luded n Toe Moroe News

°
[ Y 1]
- Ld k ° )T ] i o
Pé : sl 8 bl Vs
September 2017 @‘i]w&]y b Dleltlestal 8 ol
°
Monroe Township Department of Recreation R, Dlesee for the sraran al ° H'-_ﬂ'f"lﬂ' gym t'1=EIE ;;"
. e 3-nonm an Semembe 3 ° $ s LAY, AL L5
120 Monmouth Road ¢ Monroe Twp., NJ 0883 ‘g J WA iy o 8-00am—1:00pm
732-723-5000 * monroerec.com i Kol Day Weskerd : ’ Fondey—Frday
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Community Center Membership I 2
Monroe Residents must register for our $10.00 annual membership to use the facility and to register for most programs.
Go to www.monroerec.com for more information or to register.communitypass.net/monroetownship to register today!
3 4 | ABORDAY 5 6 7 8 9
Community Center Closed PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB |MAYOR'S CUP
Spray Ground is Open Community Center, SHUFFLEBOARD
until 8 PM. Last day of 7 PM Rossmoor, 9 AM
the season
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
RECREATION ADVISORY | MTBA General Membership MAYOR'S CUP BOCCE
BOARD MEETING Mtg, Comm. Ctr, 7 PM Thompson Park, 9 AM
Community Ctr, 7PM_ | 53Y5RS CUP WOMENTS '
SENIOR LUNCH & LEARN
Community Ctr. |1 AM PICKLEBALL, Comm. Ctr, 6 PM
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
MTGSA Board Meeting PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB AUTUMN BEGINS
Community Ctr, 7PM Community Center,
MAYOR'S CUP PICKLEBALL, 7PM !m
Community Ctr, 6 PM
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Join Us for
Community Day 2017!

The whole family will have a ball.

Free family fun throughout the day:

= Moon Bounces & inflatables = Doctor Bernard and the
» Food and refreshments Pawsitive Action Teaml
= Music and games = And more!
= Door prizes and give-aways

BK Run/Walk starts at 10 a.m.
Adults, kids & strollers are welcome! $10 per participant.

Reqgistration reguired. Visit us online for details;
HackensackMeridianHealth.org/Skrace

Children’'s Health Foir and Teddy Bear Clinic
This wear's event will feature o teddy bear clinic as a fun opgeriunity for children
to meet the carg tzam and larn about vanous departments of the hospital, Havee
2 stuffed friend that can use a litthe TLCY Chur carggivars will be ready to regair
stuffed animals' kon-boos with first aid supplies, stuffing and stitchas. & nerse
will also taka the tima to meazure and waigh tha stuffed friends, which will be
recarded on cerificates that each child will recrive to take homa.

43?.- Hackensack & Hackensack
g "i.i- Meridian Heafth ® Meridian Health

E N
&4 ¢ 0 K Howmanian B Jersey Shore Liniversity
moe  Children's Hospital Medical Center
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The Recreation Events Calendar will no longer be mailed out separately at

the beginning of each year and will now be included in The Monroe News.

It will also be available online at www.monroetwp.com.

Recreation Calendar of Events

October 2017

HELLAWERN PaRage

Selurday, Ociober 28, 2017

i r -~ . y
Monroe Township Department of Recreation A g‘z;‘:r::?;ggﬁuner ed, 2 % ;lﬁ . |30 REGISTRATION /2 3
I By . Free Admissizn al e i \
120 Monmouth Road * Monroe Twp, NJ 08831 L‘?!'J Food, Music, Vendors, and mare 8 g Mormoa Tep, Cammunity Centar
732-723-5000 « monroerec.com A at the Community Center ,_{:13';“1‘ L 120 Monmon:th Read
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
| 2 3 4 5 6 7
MONROE WOLVERINES PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
MONTHLY MEETING, Community Center,
Community Center, 7 PM 7 PM
8 9 10 I 12 13 14
RECREATION ADVISORY | MTBA General
BOARD MEETING Membership Meeting,,
Community Ctr, 7PM__ | Community Ctr, 7 PM
SENIOR LUNCH & LEARN
Community Ctr, | | AM
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
MTGSA Board Meeting PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
Community Ctr, 7 PM Community Center,
7 PM
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
OCTORERFEST HALLOWEEN PARADE,
Community Center, Community Center,
12 Noon Registrations opens
10:30 AM
29 30 31 Open Gym Times
- ¥ After School Open Gym, Monday—*Friday 2pm-5pm Membership required—%$10.00 annual fee.
Ea ) L Men's Basketball, Sundays 8am- | Oam. Additional open gym hours are available weeknights
.. | Adutt Volleyball, Monday Nights 7pm-9pm and weekends when no other programs are taking place.
L “EM Pickleball and Table Tennis, Monday—Friday 8am-Ipm Call (732) 723-5000 for availability.
B Fitness Center is open 8am-9pm, everyday

November 2017

-

¥ Crandparent's Day Out &

ReqIstraban for Grancparents Ltay Chuat will ooen Movamber 15t Forms and

Monroe Township Department of Recreation e aditionsl in‘ommatizn can ba found orling et e monroenac.onm ar ot 1hs
120 Monmouth Road ¢ Monroe Twp., NJ 08831 ! g | Cammuniy Cantar. Onling registration is nos availahle far shis evend ard forms
732-723-5000 * monroerec.com i musl be dropged oll or mailed o lhe Communily Cenler. Sgaze iz imilsd and i
- frel come, first sarve. Evant i achaedwead i3 be held on December 27N
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
I 2 3 4
PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
Community Center, 7 PM
Registration opens for
GRANDPARENT'S DAY OUT
5 6 7 8 9 10 (N
DAYLIGHT SAVING MONROE WOLVERINES | ELECTION DAY
TIME ENDS : MONTHLY MEETING, LENA
i Community Center, 7 PM ﬁ?F E’{:ﬁ
Uik
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
EE)CE%TISENE %EIVISORY MTBA General PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
Community Crr, 7GPM Membership Meeting,, Community Center,
SENIOR LUNCH & LEARN Community Ctr, 7 PM 7 PM
Community Ctr, || AM
19 20 21 22 23 - |24 25
MTGSA Board Meeting & W
Community Ctr, 7 PM ﬁ > |
F L
26 27 28 29 30
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Around the Town

Monroe Taxpayers Receive State

e

Monroe Township prop-

erty taxpayers have for far
too long carried an unfair
share of the burden of
educating the Township’s
children because the
Christie administration
has failed to live up to its
State aid obligation under
the current school fund-
ing law.

Thankfully,
our hard work and the

through

efforts of our parents and
educators, an otherwise
Christie
administration has finally

immovable

agreed to begin making
the necessary changes.

This fiscal year’s
State budget, just
signed, will send an
additional $514,000 in
State aid as a first step
that
Monroe receives the kind
of State aid property tax-
payers here so badly
need. This additional
$514,000 includes approx-

toward ensuring

imately $56,000 in new
money for extraordinary
special education aid to
reimburse the district for
the cost of educating spe-
cial education students
with the most severe
learning disabilities.

This is the first mean-
ingful increase since the
Christie administration

By Senator Linda Greenstein and
Assemblymen Wayne DeAngelo and Dan Benson

cut our funding by $4.4
million in 2011. The
increased State aid we
successfully fought for is
just a down payment on
what Monroe will receive
in future years. We want
to commend the Board of
Education for using this
money as property tax
relief to reduce the bur-
den on property taxpay-
ers in this year’s budget.

To be clear, this year
for the first time, the State
budget started to take
away aid from districts
that were getting more
than they should have,
and began to reallocate it
to districts that were
underfunded. This was a

School-Aid Increase

major milestone, and we
won't stop until all of that
aid is sent back to school
like
whose taxpayers need

districts Monroe,
and deserve the relief as a
matter of fairness.

This first step will be
followed by an additional
$3.5 million for Monroe
next year and potentially
greater amounts in future
years under a Democratic
plan we support to re-
institute the millionaire’s
tax to provide more fund-
ing for our schools. The
millionaire’s tax will only
be levied on income over
$1 million in any given
tax year.

We recognize the addi-
tional aid we’ve been able
to secure in this year’s
budget doesn’t complete-
ly rectify a problem Gov.
Christie brought upon us
after he took office back
in 2010 and immediately
slashed school aid across
New Jersey and refused
to reauthorize a million-
aire’s tax, which could
have been used for school
aid.

We are committed to
making further changes
in school aid and in the
school-funding formula in
the years ahead to make
sure that Monroe gets its
fair share of funding.

Summer Reading Program Helps Build A Better Monroe

Over the past two
months, the
Township Library’s
Summer Reading Club
has been building
momentum, drawing
hundreds to its annual
summer reading club.

Staff worked in this
year’s national theme,
“Build a Better World,”
with complimentary
tape measurers and
accompanying activities.

Monroe

The reading initia-
tive, open to parents
of infants and children
up to the sixth grade,
kicked off June 27 and
runs through Labor Day.

The program rewards
children each time they
reach a benchmark in
reading.

“If you make reading
fun, you have lifelong
learners; and that’s what
we’re hoping to accom-
plish here,” said Council
Vice President Elizabeth
Schneider.

Monroe’s participants
receive a free book for
the first five hours they
read, a Chipotle Mexican
Grill coupon when they
reach 10 hours, another
free book with 15 hours
completed and a Dunkin’
Donuts coupon for the

final 20 hours.

As an added bonus,
children who finish the
full 20 hours are eligible
to enter a drawing for a
Kindle E-Reader and an
Amazon gift card.

“We owe a big thanks
to the Friends of the
Monroe Township Library,”
said Monroe Township
Library Director Irene
Goldberg. “Their support,
financial and otherwise,
has been instrumental.”

As of late July,
Monroe’s children and
parents had logged a
collective 2,500 hours of
reading, according to

Library staff member Tammy Aarseth presents long-
time Bookmobile patron, Concordia resident and notably, a
Holocaust survivor, Curtis Huppert, with his books and a
celebratory cake just prior to his | 00th birthday on June 27/.

Library Youth Services
Coordinator Lynnette
Fucci.

“The goal is 5,000,
so we're on target,” she
said.
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School Happenings

High School Athletes Building on Past Season’s Successes

As the Monroe Town-
ship School District con-
tinues to thrive, so too
does its athletic programs
at the high school. The
Falcons have recently
moved up into the
Greater Middlesex Con-
ference’s Red Division,
embracing their new role
and an elevated level of
competition. Many have
already risen to the chal-
lenge, delivering several
banner seasons to the
Monroe Township High
School Athletic Depart-
ment. Teams have been
practicing throughout
the summer preparing
for the upcoming fall
seasons with official
practices already under-
way in August.

FALL PREVIEW
Football

Coach Dan Lee leads
a talented squad with
aspirations of returning
to the State playoffs.
Since the close of the
school year, the Falcons
have been hard at work,
preparing daily for a
grueling upcoming sea-
son. Their home opener
is slated for Sept. 8 at
7 pm. and another
Saturday afternoon game
against East Brunswick
falls on Sept. 23. Add
to that schedule an Oct.
13 Homecoming game
versus Sayreville and a
Senior Night game on
Oct. 27, where players
will face-off with Colts
Neck.

The kick-off for all
Friday night games
begin at 7 p.m.

Boys Soccer

In Boys Soccer, Coach
Steve Mackenzie hopes
to seize another Division
Championship with a
strong returning nucleus
and advance deep into
the conference and State
playoffs. Home games
include:

Tuesday, 09/05/17

So. Brunswick HS, 6 p.m.
Saturday, 09/09/17

Old Bridge HS, 10 a.m.
Saturday, 09/16/17

Perth Amboy HS, 10 a.m.
Thursday, 09/28/17

E. Brunswick HS, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, 10/03/17

Saint Joseph’s HS, 4 p.m.
Thursday, 10/05/17
Piscataway HS, 6 p.m.
Saturday, 10/07/17

J.P. Stevens HS, 3 p.m.
Tuesday, 10/17/17

New Brunswick HS, 6 p.m.

Girls Soccer

Looking to carry-over
last season’s end-of-year
hot streak, Coach Pete
Ruckdeschel’s is counting
on his experienced core
of players this fall. With
much at stake, the lady
Falcons have been work-
ing through a regiment of
summer practices. Home
games include:

Tuesday, 09/12/17

So. Brunswick HS, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, 09/19/17

J.P. Stevens HS, 4 p.m.
Wednesday, 09/20/17
Edison HS, 3:45 p.m.
Saturday, 09/23/17
Lawrence HS, 9 am.
Tuesday, 09/26/17

Old Bridge HS, 6 p.m.

Tuesday, 10/03/17
Piscataway HS, 4 p.m.

Thursday, 10/05/17

E. Brunswick HS, 4 p.m.
Tuesday, 10/10/17
Peddie School, 4:15 p.m.

Monday, 10/16/17
Lawrenceville School, TBA

Field Hockey

Coach Sarah Cummings
is leveraging the past
two years’ momentum,
even with several key
senior losses due to
graduation, through a
demanding
practice schedule. Home
games include:

Tuesday, 09/05/17
Peddie School, 4 p.m.

Saturday, 09/09/17
Old Bridge HS, 10 a.m.

Thursday, 09/14/17
So. Plainfield HS, 4 p.m.

Monday, 09/18/17
Piscataway HS, 4 p.m.

Wednesday, 09/20/17
E. Brunswick HS, 4 p.m.

Thursday, 09/28/17
So. Brunswick HS, 4 p.m.

Monday, 10/02/17
Sayreville, 4 p.m.
Friday, 10/06/17
Metuchen HS, 6 p.m.

Girls Volleyball

summer-

Defending a division
title, Coach Mike Collins
prepped his young
but seasoned team for
the intense competition
approaching. The home
schedule includes:
Thursday, 09/07/17
Edison HS, 5:30 p.m.

Friday, 09/08/17
WW-Plainsboro N&S, 4 p.m.
Monday, 09/18/17

J.EK, 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday, 09/20/17

New Brunswick HS, 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, 09/27/17
Woodbridge HS, 5:30 p.m.

In partnership, officials from Monroe Township and the
Monroe Township School District, accompanied by student
athletes, unveiled the newly renovated tennis courts on
Schoolhouse Road May 31.

Monday, 10/02/17,

So. Brunswick HS, 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, 10/03/17
Piscataway HS, 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, 10/12/17

No. Brunswick, 5:30 p.m.

Girls Tennis

Coach Matt Olszewski,
aiming to follow up on a
stellar first season in the
Red Division, is counting
on his large contingency,
who’ve made good use of
the new tennis facility.
Home games include:
Thursday, 09/07/17
South Brunswick HS, 4 p.m.

Wednesday, 09/13/17
East Brunswick HS, 4 p.m.

Monday, 09/25/17
Perth Amboy HS, 4 p.m.

Wednesday, 09/27/17
Edison HS, 4 p.m.

Tuesday, 10/03/17
Old Bridge HS, 4 p.m.

Monday, 10/09/17 |.P.
Stevens HS, 4 p.m.

Thursday, 10/12/17
Piscataway HS, 4 p.m.
Monday, 10/23/17

New Brunswick HS, 4 p.m.

Boys Cross Country

Coach Nick Puleio
has high hopes for his
players, who will be
returning from an intro-

ductory season and to a
very tough Red Division
schedule.

Girls Cross Country

Coach Mary Howroyd
continues to challenge
the Girls Cross Country
team, as they step back
into the Red Division
steep competition.

Home meets for boys
and girls cross country
meets are held at
Thompson Park for:

Tuesday, 09/12/17

Saint Joseph’s and Old

Bridge, 3:45 p.m.

Saturday, 09/16/17

Thompson Park Classic

Meet, 10:00 a.m.

Monday, 09/18/17

Divisional Meet, 3:45 p.m.

Tuesday, 10/03/17

Edison & New Brunswick,

3:45 p.m.

Saturday, 10/21/17

GMC Championships, TBA
All game schedules

can be found on the

Monroe Township High

School Athletic website:

www.monroe.k12.nj.us/

site/default.aspx?Pagel

D=8097.

Let's Go Padeons!
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SChOOl Hap peﬂlﬂgs By Dr. Michael Kozak, Superintendent, Monroe Township School District

School District
Celebrates Student
Achievement

Monroe  Township
High School advanced
304 places on the 2017
Washington Post list of
America’s Most Challeng-
ing High Schools. We are
proud of this tremen-
dous recognition, as we
want to ensure our stu-
dents are prepared for
the rigor of college.

The MTHS Chapter
of DECA had seven
students achieve first
place in the Internation-
al Career Development
Conference in Califor-
nia. DECA is an interna-
tionally-recognized pro-
gram for high school
business students that
focuses on developing
leaders and entrepre-
neurs in marketing,
finance, hospitality and
management.

On June 21, more
than 500 students grad-
uated from Monroe
Township High School.
Led by Valedictorian
Naomi  Doshi and

Salutatorian Om Prahbu,
the event was a celebra-
tion of the hard work
of the students and
their teachers. We are
extremely proud of the
accomplishments of our
seniors and their plans
for college and a career.
Our Valedictorian,
Naomi, plans to study
neuroscience and biolo-
gy at Johns Hopkins

University and our
Salutatorian, Om, is
attending Rutgers

University on a full
scholarship to study bio-
medical engineering.

State Aid Earmarked
for Tax Relief

The Monroe Town-
ship School District is
receiving $458,098 in
additional State aid,
which the Monroe Town-
ship Board of Education
designated for taxpayer
relief at its July 19 meet-
ing.

On behalf of the
Board of Education, it
gives me great pleasure
to recognize the efforts
of our community mem-

bers, Board and Town-
ship officials, Ad Hoc
Committee, PTO/PTA,
teachers, administrators
and elected officials who
worked for multiple
years to secure addition-
al State aid for our
severely underfunded
school district.

We are not finished
fighting for our fair
share of funding from
the State. We regard the
additional $458,098 as a
down payment toward
the State aid that has
been withheld from
Monroe Township at a
time when student
enrollment has been
accelerating on a month-
ly basis.

Student Enrollment
Continues to Climb

Our student enroll-
ment continues to
increase each month. In
the past two years, we
have added classrooms

to our middle and high
school by reducing the
size of the library, con-
verting offices to class-
rooms and even using

Eé? Cat Friencly
F'm:_rjr.;: J

e

179 Prospect Plains Rd
www. monroevet.net

= Crilires PEOrmmesy

Providing top quality general
medicine and surgery for dogs,
cats and exotlc pets

= Individeaized Fraventafiyvwe Hechh Com
* Likgiel x-rays with Boond certted
rAZIDEs e dualhasks
* Lasar Thenamy for poin moncgsnant
0 Hrcds, iabbuits. famsts, anckat pats ond iaptiss
* Fohocorzlagrm ord chdominal cibrosound
» Cremcd cdenditne ool dental woeayes
* Premrmiacy ardd prosonint on dieds
= Aculer and ehirocic paar rnonzgermesd
= Cal Beserdtiengg i ooy cooedog
= Orilvamedic sumpsy wilh ieooie e il awalalkle

. * Monroe Township = &0
ke Iy ﬂr:

9-655-1717

the stage for a class-
room. Our elementary
schools continue to use
every available space
for instruction. We have
added additional staff in
an effort to keep our
class sizes at reasonable
levels and to ensure the
quality of education
offered to our students
does not suffer.

We have been work-
ing closely with Mayor
Gerald Tamburro and
Township Business
Administrator Alan
Weinberg to secure land
for the construction of a
new middle school.
Once the land is pur-
chased, we will be able
to calculate the cost of
the new projects. We
will host informational
nights, post information

on our website and send

newsletters home to
ensure that the commu-
nity is kept informed of
the entire process.

Meet Sphero

Monroe  Township
Middle School students
continue to showcase
their technology skills
by programming Sphero
robots to perform vari-
ous tasks. Sphero is an
interactive robot that
allows students to use
their curiosity, creativity
and inventiveness while
learning computer pro-
gramming.

And, speaking of
creativity, our MTMS
Percussion  Ensemble
was selected to perform
at the All-Eastern Music
Educator’s Conference

Continued on page |7

CORRECTION: In The Monroe News Spring
2017 edition, the article “Monroe Marching Band
Performs at Pearl Harbor,” should have stated,
“Student musicians and parents who travelled with
the band raised their own funds to pay for travel

expenses.”
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in Atlantic City last year,
when the students
wowed the audience
with the high level of
their performance.

Our students and
staff raise money and
supplies throughout the
year to help people in
need.

One such way our stu-
dents work with
the community is the
Empty Bowls Hunger
Awareness Project. Last
year, students from
Brookside School collab-
orated with some of our
senior citizens at the
Senior Center to create
ceramic bowls. These
bowls were then sold and
the funds went to local
food banks in Monroe
Township and surround-
ing communities.

A Summer School
Like No Other

Monroe  Township
School District Extended
School Year Program for
preschool through high

school students ensures
that learning continues
throughout the summer.

This six-week pro-
gram, held at Oak Tree
Elementary School, is
designed for targeted
students with special
needs. The program is
taught by special educa-
tion teachers and para-
professionals.

With specialists avail-
able in speech, occupa-
tional therapy, physical
therapy and behavior/
social skills. The focus of
the program is on main-
taining and strengthen-
ing students’ academic
skills to prepare them
for the new school year.
There is an academic
portion of the program
that focuses on math
and reading skills, and
additional activities,
such as arts and crafts,
play time, and outdoor
activities.

These additional
activities are often relat-

ed to the academic por-
tion of the students” day,
so that the children have
an  opportunity  to
expand what they have
learned during their aca-
demic instruction.

Connect with the

Monroe Schools
Please visit the MTSD

website at www.mon-

to find
more information on the

roe.k12.nj.us

many exciting activities
and events occurring in
our schools. In addition,
Facebook
(www.facebook.com/m

we  have

onroe.k12.nj.us)  and
(https:/ /twit-
ter.com/mtsdfalcons)
pages,
Education Show on

Twitter
our Focus on

Channel 28 and our
monthly newsletter, the
Falcon Flyer, which you
can sign up for at:
https:/ /www.monroe.k

12.nj.us.

During six performances in late July, the Mighty Oak Players presented Rodgers

& Hammerstein's “Oklahoma!” Hosted by the Monroe Township Cultural Arts
Commission at the Monroe Township Performing Arts Center, actors artfully delivered
this American classic to local play-goers. Check out www.MonroeTownshipCulturalArts.com
or call 877-77(CLICK) between 9 am. and |0 p.m. to see what’s in store next.

(Photo courtesy of Alessandro Graziano)

Above: Empty
Bowls Hunger
Awareness Project

School Happenings

Right: MTMS
Percussion
Ensemble
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Congregation
= Etz Chaim
o would like your family

11 Cornell Ave, Monroe Twp to Join our famlly

. Unmatci\"]njed warm and inviting Jewish Community
¢ Hebrew School (one day a week)
for Kindergarten through 12th grade
¢ Enrichment programs for all ages
(Adult B’nai Mitzvah, Lunch with the Rabbi,
Lecture Series, and more)
¢ Social Activities
(Sisterhood, Softball Team, Sociable Singles,
Community Theater, and more)
¢ High Holiday Tickets

This holiday season we are offering an
introductory membership program.

When you join us by November 1, 2017,
the first year of membership will be

50% off the annual dues and includes your
High Holiday tickets for 5778.

Non-members can also purchase
tickets for the High Holidays.
Please call the temple for pricing.

Open House on
Sunday, September 10th from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Please contact us at 732-251-1119 or visit
us on the web at etzchaimmtjc.org

We look forward to hearing from you!!!
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Around the Town

National Night Out

Thompson Park was
the scene of hundreds of
well-wishers, who came
to greet police, emergency
responders and Township
employees during this
annual community gath-
ering featuring games,
giveaways and food and
held nationally on the
first day of August.

EXPECT MORE

EXPECT MORE from the
#1 Broker servicing
Monroe Township for
over 30 years!

N CENTRAL

ERA

—
REAL ESTATE

LEVINSON

349 APPLEGARTH ROAD = MONRCOE TWPF, M1 OEBX]

609,655 5535 HomesOfMJ.com
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Monroe Continues its
Push for More School Aid

By Kathy Kolupanowich, President
Monroe Township Board of Education

Our Board of
Education and district
administration has been
working diligently this
summer to ready our
schools for the opening
of the 2017-2018 school
year. There is a lot to
accomplish in a short
amount of time and our
summers tend to be just
as busy as the rest of the

school year.

As we open our
schools in September, I'd
like our community to
know that the Board of
Education is very much
aware that every deci-
sion we make has an
effect on all of our resi-
dents. That is why we
have been, and will con-
tinue to be, your voice in
our quest for additional
State funding for our
district.

I'd like to thank our
their
support of our petition

community for

drive this past spring,

when we collected more
than 8,000 signatures in
areas throughout Monroe
Township.

On May 2, I had an
opportunity to speak on
behalf of our residents at
a rally in Trenton in sup-
port of an increase in
State funding for this
school year and a new
funding formula in the
future that will help
the underfunded districts
like Monroe Township.

The good news is that
our Township was at the
forefront in the minds
of the New Jersey legis-
lators, who awarded our
school district an addi-
tional $458,098 in State
aid this year. The Board
of Education unani-
mously agreed in a reso-
lution at our July meet-
ing to give all of the
additional monies back
to our taxpayers as
promised during our

petition drive.

While we are thank-
tul that those in Trenton
heard our voices and
delivered on their prom-
ise to increase funding,
it was just a drop in the
bucket of what we deserve
in order to make a differ-
ence to all of our taxpay-
ers. Our Ad Hoc Commit-
tee on Fair Funding met
throughout the spring
and summer to make
sure that we explore
every avenue in advo-
cating for our fair share
of state funding. We can-
not sit back and be con-
tent in the amount of
money our district
received.

I would like to assure
all our residents in
Monroe that our Board
of Education will contin-
ue to advocate for con-
tinued State aid and a
funding formula that
will be fair to the
Monroe Township com-
munity and school dis-

trict.

“The Township of Monroe.”
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Around the Town

LivWell Sevies, A Mo
Boagz and Spivit Lecture Sevies

Sept. 25 at 10:30 a.m. — Stand Tall; Don’t Fall

Oct. 23 at 10:30 a.m. — Movement, Music and Mindfulness

Nov. 27 at 10:30 a.m. — Diabetes Awareness
Dec. || at 10:30 a.m. — Healthy Holiday Eating

Register in advance by calling 609-448-7598 or at 12 Halsey Reed Road.

M e o —r ——
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Saturday, October 22, 2017

Begins 12 noon
Food, Music, Vendors and more at the Community Center

An Open House at the Historic Dey Farm
The First Sunday of Each Month through October
T Between | p.m.and 4 p.m.

Vintage Baseball Clubs
Flemington Neshanock v. Philadelphia Athletics

On Saturday, Sept. 23,2017

Swing by the Historic Dey Farm for a Tour or to to see America’s Favorite
Pastime Played as it was in the 19th Century!

First Pitch for this Free Double Header Thrown Out at Noon.

Added Bonus: Antique Engines from the Pinelands Antique Engine
Association of Toms River, NJ will also be on Public Display.

(Adjacent to) 380 Federal Road * Monroe, NJ 08831

wthly minc

Monroe Township Seeks:

EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN (EMT)
- MONROE TOWNSHIP, MIDDLESEX COUNTY.
Seeking part-time / per diem, certified EMTs for
the First Aid / EMS Department. Responsible / reli-
able candidates must possess strong communica-
tion & people skills. Minimum of 2 years’ experi-
ence including current CPR and EMT certifications
required. Must reside in New Jersey & possess a
valid NJ driver’s license. Flexible shifts, nights and
weekends required. Salary as per ordinance. For
complete job description, application & require-
ments, please visit www.monroetwp.com. Submit
completed applications to: Human Resources,

Township of Monroe, | Municipal Plaza, Monroe
Township, NJ 0883 1. EOE.

The Green Fair is coming
to MTHS October 28!

Between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Stop by 200 Schoolhouse Road to
Learn About All the Innovative Ways
You Can Lessen Your Carbon Footprint
and Live a Sustainable Life.
Green-Themed Vendors, Freebies and
Informational Booths Will Be On-Site!

Email MonroeTwpNJgreenfair@gmail.com
Or Check Back at the Township Website
at www.monroetwp.com for detail and updates.

Seeking Election Poll
Workers in Monroe

The Monroe Township Clerk’s Office is currently
taking applications for poll workers in the
upcoming General Elections on Nov. 7. Applicants
must be:

-At least |6 years old
-Live in Middlesex County

Applications are available on the Monroe Township

website, www.monroetwp.com, or by contacting
a clerk’s office staff member at 732-656-4573 or
in-person at | Municipal Plaza, Room 108.

Summer 201/ » The Monroe News



the Monroe news

| Municipal Plaza * Monroe Twp., New Jersey 0883
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POSTAL CUSTOMER

Excellence and experience in a fun, loving
and caring environment created specifically
for infants through adolescents!

» Parents welcome in treatment rooms

+ Convenient evening and Saturday
appointments available

* Emergency services available to our patients
* TV's in freatment rooms

CALL TODAY
18 Centre Drive, Suite 204, Monroe Township, NJ 08831

(609) 409-0499 G

www.facebook.com/MonroePediatricDentistry
www.MonroePediatricDentistry.com

monrg
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Pediatric Dentistry

Lisa Sobel DMD

Pediatric Dentistry Specialist
NJ Specialty Permit #5469
Diplomate of the American Board of Pediatric Dentistry

¢ COMMERCIAL
® RESIDENTIAL
e LAND
e NEw HoMES
e ADULT
COMMUNITIES
Serving:
Monmouth, Middlesex,
Burlington, Ocean
& Mercer counties

Monroe Office Plaza
391 Spotswood-Englishtown Road
Monroe Town, NJ 00831
Office: 732-251-8900 ¢ Fax: 732-251-8901
email: midstaterealtynj@verizon.net
Visit us on the web at
www.midstate-realty.com

John Profaci
Broker / President

MID STATE REALTY

Call today for your..

COMPLIMENTARY
MARKET ANALYSIS

If your property is currently listed with another
broker, please disregard this offer.

391 Spotswood Englishtown Rd.
Monroe Twp., New Jersey 08831

When it’s time to Buy or Sell...

Rely on an Experienced Professional

to give you the true facts about this
changing Real Estate Market

¢32:251-8900

Thinking of buying or selling a home?

Century 21

Make an appointment with one of these exceptional agents

Anthony Aversano
Emile Grace

Realtor Associate
848-391-7633 Cell
Realtor Associate
732-444-8881 Cell

Helen Rescigno
Realtor Associate
732-861-3579 Cell

i d

James O’Rourke
Realtor Associate
609-529-1334 Cell Jeanine Fama
Realtor Associate

732-501-2031 Cell

Rosa Sands
Realtor Associate
732-991-2427 Cell

oy

About Town Realty

315 Forsgate Drive
Monroe Twp., NJ 08831
732-521-5200

-

Jeanne Libassi

732-433-1554 Cell

&

Kimberly Strych
Realtor Associate
732-239-7466 Cell

Keisha Thomas
Realtor Associate
732-947-0388 Cell

Tracy Balsamo
Realtor Associate
732-735-7776 Cell

Susan Orefice
Realtor Associate
Lisa Intravatola 732-433-1555 Cell
Realtor Associate

732-501-1766 Cell

About Town Realty

www.C21AT.com
732-521-5200

r

| Anthony M. DeStefano Sr.
Broker Associate
609-608-2778 Cell

Laura Mayer
Realtor Associate
908-420-9933 Cell

Lawrence Libassi
Owner
732-948-1436 Cell
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State-of- the-art orthodontic practice offering:
> Complimentary consultations
> Digital Xrays and iTero Scanner
> Modern sterilization procedures, equipm
> Highly trained orthodontic team
> Evening and weekend appointments

Financing available, Care Credit accepted

Orthodontics for Children, Adolescents and Adults

We participate in most major PPO dental plans

(609) 409-1700 - www.MonroeOrthoLLC.
2 Centre Drive, Suite 300, Monroe Township, NJ 08831

| smile at

ent, and materials

Susan Leiva, DMD
Orthodontist
N]J Specialty Permit #3852

com * www.facebook.com/MonroeOrtho




